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September General Meeting 


Lynn Denson of CONFRONT in Allentown was our guest speaker at the 
September 26th general meeting. The topic for discussion was feelings. 
Lynn listed seven; they were: fear, anger, hurt, lonliness, hate, love, 
and guilt. He talked on each in some detail. Some of what I absorbed 
was that people must learn to accept their feelings, whatever they may 
be. We must become aware of how we really are feeling inside, and 
realize that there is no right or wrong way to feel but simply just how 
you feel. If we learn to accept our feelings, we can accept ourselves, 
and perhaps experience a more joyful life through acceptance of our own 
being. 

*t left the meeting feeling good inside, knowing that how I feel 
makes me the individual I am. 


Just Tell Us What You Want 


We have heard too often the cry that "Le-Hi-Ho has nothing in it 
‘for me". Well it's never been our intent to alienate anyone because 
of the content of our meetings. If you're one-of the people who felt 
that Le-Hi-Ho had ignored you when deciding the focus of its meetings, 
October 31st is your chance to make your views heard. ; 

Le-Hi-Ho exists to serve the needs of its membership, so on the 
31st we will be asking the people who attend the meeting to give us 
their input on how we can improve the group with regard to the topics 
for future general meetings. 

The meeting will begin by listing major topics of interest. After 
these have been established, we will break off into smaller groups to 
expand upon the suggestions which have come up and to begin the planning 
on how to bring these suggestions into effect either at the meetings or 
as separate activities. It's your chance to make Le-Hi-Ho a more in- 
teresting and possibly more productive organization. 

The meeting will be held on October 31st at 2 PM at the Unitarian 
Church of the Lehigh Valley. The church is located two blocks south 


of i 1500 block of Broadway on Lechauweki Avenue in Bethlehem (Fountain 
Hill) « 


CONFRONT Group Begins 


On October 25th, CONFRONT in Allentown 
will begin a gay group. The group will be 
comprised of both men and women and will be 
conducted by Nick Guzie. Call CONFRONT at 
433-0148 for more details. 









Homosexuality and Social Justice 







After 17 months, a task force on Gay/Lesbian issues, appointed by 
Archbishop John R. Quinn's commission on social justice, has produced a 
132 page report, ‘Homosexuality and Social Justice'. The report which 
is not yet ‘official policy', lists 54 proposals for church action. Among 
the recommendations were: the end of sexual-preference screening for 
parochial school jobs, adoption or foster care; admitting self-accepting 
homosexuals as candidates to be priests or nuns; and the encouraging the 
formation of gay student groups at parochial schools. 

Although the report has not been accepted as the last word for 
the direction of the church, this is the most liberal and affirmative news 
to come out of the diocese so far. The-:Monitor, an archdiocesan news- 
paper, has called the report ‘a working document'. For once, a release 
of this nature has not been condemned, but treated as a stepping-stone 
to more understanding. 











Roots of Homosexuality 






A recent article reported the results of a study which states 
that homosexuality is a biological condition rather than a ‘learned 
behavior'. The study indicates that 10 percent of all children show 

a strong 'gender non-conformity' (boys preferring the play of girls 

and vice versa). The study goes further to disqualify the stereo- 
types of macho lesbians and effeminate gay men and the misconceptions 
of what causes homosexuality in men and women. This also helps to 
dispel the myth that homosexuals 'recruit' to their ranks. One doesn't 
become homosexual, they only learn that they are homosexual. 











Anyone who wishes to receive Le-Hi-Ho News but cannot afford 
it should make this known to us. We are not in the position of allowing 
ability-to-pay keep anyone from. receiving our newsletter. 











Sodomy Law Overturned 





Although the world is not yet equal in its treatment of gays, the 
flow toward fairness continues. Homosexual sodomy is no longer a crime 
in the state of Texas because of -the ruling of U.S. District Judge Jerry 
Buchmeyer. It was Buchmeyer's feeling that a statute which makes crim- 
inals of over 700,000 people in the state of Texas who engage in private 
sexual conduct between consenting adults is prohibited by the constitu- 
tional right to privacy. A former Dallas teacher who in 1979 filed a 
lawsuit against all Texas city and county prosecutors reported that he 
was elated by this tremendous victory. 













With election time close at hand, we would like to remind you that 
Congressman Don Ritter, who is up for reelection, failed to meet in person 
with a coalition of Le-Hi-Ho, NOW, and Unitarian representatives earlier 
this year. They had wished to discuss Ritter's position on the Family 
Protection Act with him. 











The Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization (LE-HI-HO) has been in 
continuous existence since thesummer of 1969. Its goals are to educate 

the community on the subjects of homosexuality and gay libertation, to 

work toward full civil rights for gay people, and to provide a social 
outlet for gay people in the valley. Leadership and organization are 
provided by a Board of Directors, which includes officers, and membership 
is open to anyone over 18 years of age sympathizing with the organization's 
goals. 










The social aspect consists basically of a monthly meeting, a social 
afternoon with refreshments, frequent guest speakers (Gay movement nota- 
bles have included Dick Leitch, Barbara Gittings, Frank Kameny and Mark 
Segal) and programs, held in the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley. 
This is supplemented by a variety of events including films, dances, hikes, 
Suppers and theater trips. A monthly newsletter of activities goes to a 
mailing list of over one hundred individuals. 














The core of LE-HI-HO's educational aspect is its library, an ever- 
growing collection of some 400 books, plus innumerable articles and pam- 
phlets. This collection of fiction and non-fiction is the best and lar- 
gest one encompassing the subject of homosexuality for many miles around; 
the bibliography to thelibrary is available to anyone and is used as 
reference material by area libraries. Arrangements can be made to borrow 
most books. Members from the group have also spoken about homosexuality 

and gay liberation regularly over the past six years to various groups in 
the community, to churches and church conferences, to colleges like Lehigh, 
Lafayette, Moravian, Cedar Crest and L.C.C.C., to private groups, individual 
members of the clergy and the medical profession and to professional 
counseling staffs and agencies. Speakers have also appeared on local 
television shows. When the need has arisen, members have monitored local 
media for their treatment of gay people and provided informal peer coun- 
seling. 



















Another activity of the group has been an attempt, on coordination 
with other groups in the state and across the nation, to push for legisla- 
tion that will protect homosexuals from discrimination in employment, 
housing and public accomodations. LE-HI-HO has lobbied national, state 
and local legislators, through correspondence and personal meetings, on 
civil rights issues. 













While some of its members are in various stages of being open and 
public about their gayness, this is certainly no prerequisite for belong- 
ing to or participating in the activities of the group, for the enormous 
pressures society still places on gay men and women severely affect gay 
people in the Lehigh Valley. As a result the progress made by LE-HI-HO 
in fulfilling its goals has been at times slow, but always steady, and 
the future looks bright. 













Gay/Lesbian Books 


LE-HI-HO has a library of over four hundred gay-related books 
Which are now available for your reading pleasure. <A dozen or so 
books will be on display for borrowing at each LE-HI-HO meeting. 
Updated listings by author and by title are in the making and will 
soon be available for a minimal fee to our members. If you care to 
browse the bookshelves, you can do so by appointment. 

Phone Ed Ettinger at 867-8341 Monday-Thursday between 5 & 10 PM. 








